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My  soul  yearneth,  yea,  it  pineth  for  the  Courts  of  the 
Lord :  my  heart  and  flesh  sing  for  joy  unto  the  living 
God. — Ps.  Ixxxiv.  3. 

A  verse,  my  dear  friends,  from  the  Psalm  which  we 
have  just  sung,  and  which  has  been  included  in  this 
morning's  service  to  help  voice  the  gladness  and  grati- 
tude that  all  must  feel  to-day,  whose  hearts  are  moved 
by  their  attachment  to  this  sacred  edifice,  and  by  their 
love  for  this  ancient  Congregation ;  for  we  are  celebrat- 
ing the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which 
this  Synagogue  was  first  opened  for  divine  worship,  the 
semi-Jubilee  of  its  dedication  to  the  God  of  Israel  and 
to  those  ideals  and  standards  of  life  that  are  bound  up 
with  Jewish  teaching  and  tradition.  Our  foremost 
emotion  must  be  one  of  deep  thankfulness  to  Almighty 
God  that  we  have  lived  to  witness  this  happy  celebra- 
tion, that  He  has  spread  his  protection  over  this  build- 
ing, from  which  we  have  drawn  spiritual  strength,  con- 
solation and  blessing.  Our  thoughts  go  back  to  the 
time  when  a  small  band  of  toilers  in  the  vineyard  of 
the  Lord  of  Hosts  dared  to  think  that  there  was  still 
the  possibilities  of  expansion  and  progress  in  a  Con- 
gregation that  some  had  ventured  to  describe  as  time- 
worn  and  effete :  they  builded  even  better  than  they 
knew.  Of  that  band  of  public-spirited,  God-fearing 
men,  some  have  been  called  from  the  field  of  their 
earthly  labour:  we  hold  them  to-day  in  grateful,  affec- 
tionate remembrance :  as  long  as  these  walls  stand,  a 
monument  will  not  be  wanting  to  one  of  the  noblest, 
holiest  efforts  of  their  lives.  Others  are  with  us  to-day 
to  recall  the  early  difficulties  and  discouragements, 
which  only  by  their  perseverance  and  faith  were  grap- 


pled  with  and  overcome.  Theirs  has  been  the  gratifica- 
tion to  see  the  realisation  of  their  hopes,  to  reap  the 
reward  of  their  undaunted  zeal  and  enthusiasm:  for 
they  have  seen  a  steady  growing  from  strength  to 
strength,  an  ever-increasing  number  of  those  whose 
soul  longed  for  the  Courts  of  the  Lord.  Here  they 
have  come,  the  children  of  two  generations,  to  praise, 
to  entreat  and  to  thank:  to  pour  forth  their  heart's 
gratitude  in  the  hour  of  joy:  to  seek  the  comfort  that 
can  come  from  nearness  to  God  alone,  when  the  hand 
of  grief  and  affliction  has  lain  sore  upon  them :  to  re- 
fresh and  renew  their  spirit,  when  it  grew  faint  within 
them,  at  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  the  Hope  of 
Israel,  the  Lord. 

The  Psalmist  utters  the  longing  of  a  man  to  return 
again  to  the  Temple  of  God,  from  which  circumstances 
had  set  him  apart :  no  words  could  have  expressed  more 
powerfully  the  intensity  of  his  desire.  He  yearned, 
heart,  soul  and  body,  to  tread  once  more  the  Courts 
of  the  Lord.  With  all  the  ardent  devotion  of  his  whole 
being  he  longed  to  join  again  in  the  service  that  he  knew 
so  well  and  loved,  and  which  would  bring  back  to  him 
the  peace,  the  happiness  and  contentment  of  those 
who  dwelt  in  the  House  of  God :  and  it  is  this  fervency 
of  heart  that  has  animated  us  during  the  past  quarter  of 
a  century,  that  has  turned  our  steps  towards  this  House 
of  God :  we  knew,  and  we  loved  so  well  its  service  and 
its  tradition:  like  a  golden  thread  it  has  become  woven 
into  the  very  fabric  of  our  life,  linking  together  count- 
less precious  memories,  that  carry  us  back  right  to 
childhood's  happier  days. 

For  the  Courts  of  the  Lord,  which  we  learnt  to  tread 
in  our  most  impressionable  years,  have  preserved  for  us 
all  their  old  familiarity.  Life  has  brought  its  inevit- 
able changes :  but  here,  in  the  House  of  God,  the  teach- 
ing, the  worship,  the  very  mode  of  their  expression,  have 
remained  the  same,  witness  to  the  immutability  of  the 
unchanging  God.  In  the  world  around  us,  the  constant 
craving  for  change,  for  something  new,  something  dif- 
ferent, has  produced  little  but  restlessness,  uncertainty 
and  doubt :  it  intrudes  its  disturbing  influence  into  the 
domain  of  religion,  of  Synagogue  worship;  here,  we 
have  kept  the  approach  to  God  unaltered,  unconfused  : 
his  Courts  are  for  the  man,  the  same  as  they  were  tor 
the  child,  the  same  for  us  to-day  as  they  were  in  the 


past :  and  we  love  them  for  all  that  they  have  come  to 
mean  for  us;  in  our  young  and  susceptible  years,  they 
meant  for  us  the  nearness  of  God,  of  his  love,  and  his 
protection :  unaltered,  unchanged,  they  will  mean  the 
same  for  ever.  We  yearn  for  them,  because  amid  so 
much  that  is  changing,  shifting  and  vanishing,  they  are 
something  that  is  permanent,  something  that  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  caprice  and  experiment  to  mutilate  and 
destroy. 

And  the  way  which  we  have  travelled  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  the  way  which,  as  a  Community,  we 
have  pursued  for  more  than  250  years,  we  hope  still  to 
maintain  in  the  years  to  come.  We  have  preserved 
here  all  those  features  that  characterise  a  Jewish  Syna- 
gogue, that  keep  intact  its  Jewish  practice,  its  Jewish 
atmosphere :  our  Synagogue  has  been  tHe  outward  sign 
of  our  unfailing  loyalty  to  Israel's  God  and  Israel's 
Past.  Beyond  its  walls  we  have  lived  our  life  in  amity 
and  willing  co-operation  with  our  fellow-men  of  all 
faiths,  carrying  out  our  duty  to  them,  to  King  and  to 
State :  sharing  with  them  the  burdens,  as  well  as  the 
privileges  of  citizenship,  feeling  with  them  the  same 
pride  in  the  greatness,  the  fair  fame  and  record  that 
are  England's.  But  within  these  walls,  we  have  re- 
membered, that  our  religious  allegiance  is  a  thing  by 
itself,  something  separate  and  apart:  that  based 
on  a  creed,  which  differentiates  us  from  all  others,  aris- 
ing from  a  history  such  as  no  other  faith  or  race  has 
written,  there  has  come  down  to  us  through  the  ages  a 
service  of  prayer  and  a  language  of  prayer  that  are  as 
distinctive  as  the  creed  and  the  history  themselves.  To- 
gether they  came  to  us,  together  we  have  guarded  them, 
and,  as  long  as  pride  of  origin  does  not  forsake  us,  to- 
gether they  will  remain.  For  it  has  ever  been  our  ideal, 
may  it  long  continue  to  be,  that  this  Synagogue  should 
stand  essentially  and  consistently  Jewish :  loyal  in  its 
adherence  to  those  fundamental  truths  that  teach  the 
Unity  and  Eternity  of  God.  the  divine  inspiration  of 
the  Torah,  the  setting  apart  of  Israel  as  the  witnesses 
of  God  to  the  truth  of  his  Word:  loyal,  too,  in  its  ad- 
herence to  thoso  peculiar  ceremonials  and  practices 
which  clothed  and  protected  those  great  principles 
which  have  kept  alive  Israel's  identity  among  the 
nations,  which  have  maintained  in  our  Judaism  those 
definite  and  distinctive  features,  that  have  made  it 


truly  characteristic  of  a  unique  religion  and  race.  Thus 
we  have  held  firmly  to  our  ancestral  faith,  to  the  old 
ritual  of  prayer  and  observance,  and  to  that  ancient 
tongue,  whose  sacred  associations  make  it  the  most  fit- 
ting expression  of  Israel's  prayer  and  praise.  No 
change  has  been  allowed  to  creep  in  that  would  in 
any  way  modify  the  Jewish  aspect  of  our  worship.  It 
may  have  been  imagined  by  some,  that  an  omission 
here,  an  addition  there,  some  replacing  of  Hebrew  by 
the  vernacular,  would  have  made  but  little  difference, 
would  have  created  but  little,  if  any  harm.  But  if, 
generations  ago,  such  a  course  appeared  unwise,  to-day 
it  must  seem  a  manifest  futility  and  a  self-delusion : 
for  it  has  been  fully  tried,  and  found  wanting.  We 
have  seen  the  inevitable  result,  in  this  country  on  a 
small  scale,  but  in  much  more  striking  proportions 
amongst  the  Keform  movements  abroad.  No  change  or 
innovation  ever  succeeded  in  removing  all  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  in  giving  universal  content :  one  change  had 
logically  to  yield  to  another  on  demand :  one  con- 
cession to  be  followed  by  another,  till  there  remained 
nothing  to  yield  or  concede :  once  established  authority 
was  dispossessed,  there  could  be  no  finality,  till  they 
are  left,  without  ceremonials,  without  Hebrew,  without 
Berith,  without  Shabbat,  without  Torah :  in  a  word, 
without  Judaism.  By  keeping  out  the  narrow  end  of 
even  the  thinnest  wedge,  we  have  kept  this  Synagogue 
safe  from  that  spirit  of  change,  which,  if  it  be  halting 
and  half-hearted,  must  leave  behind  it  as  much  dissatis- 
faction as  it  seeks  to  cure,  or,  if  stressed  to  its  logical 
conclusion,  must  oat  away  the  very  foundations,  on 
which  alone  a  Jewish  House  of  Worship  can  stand. 

And  if  we  have  striven  to  maintain  here  the  Courts 
of  the  living  God,  we  have  endeavoured  also  to  perpe- 
tuate in  them  the  memory  of  a  particular  period  of 
Jewish  History,  of  which  we  are  the  direct  offspring 
and  heirs.  We  have  conserved  the  tradition  that  links 
us  in  straight  descent  with  our  forbears,  who  not  only 
contributed  to  the  old-time  greatness  of  Spain,  but  who 
shed  an  inextinguishable  lustre  on  Israel's  ancient 
fame.  For  there,  in  Spain,  was  found  the  most  bril- 
liant and  renowned  assemblage  of  Jews  that  has  been 
known  since  the  Dispersion,  men  who  reached  a  very 
high  degree  of  intellectuality  and  culture.  They  were 
men,  whose  lives  and  deeds  transcended  the  confines  of 
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their  own  day  and  their  own  surroundings :  men  whose 
achievements,  not  only  we,  their  direct  descendants, 
but  mankind  at  large  recognise  as  the  finest,  the  noblest, 
the  truest  expression  of  the  human  mind  and  soul: 
men  whose  genius  and  labour  produced  results,  which 
placed  all  learning,  Literature  and  science  under  a  debt 
of  gratitude.  Such  names  as  Maimonides,  Samuel  ibn 
Nagdela,  ibn  Gabirol,  Judah  Halevi,  ibn  Ezra,  Bahhya 
ibn  Pakuda,  speak  eloquently  of  that  group  of  mental 
giants,  who  made  imperishable  contributions  to  Bible 
exegesis,  Talmudic  science,  philosophy,  medicine,  astro- 
nomy and  poetry. 

They  were  men  who  not  only  served  their  King  and 
State  in  the  highest  offices,  but  who  remained  true  to 
the  teaching  of  their  heritage  and  their  faith,  mindful 
of  the  needs  and  the  calls  of  their  brethren.  We  have 
remembered  them:  we  have  remembered,  too,  the 
bigotry  of  their  later  rulers  which  inflicted  the  savage 
tortures  of  the  Inquisition  on  a  people,  that  knew  how 
i  o  suffer,  how  to  die  for  Religion  and  for  God :  a  bigotry 
which  eventually  condemned  nearly  half  a  million 
human  souls  to  the  cruelties  and  horrors  of  expulsion. 
From  these  wanderers,  bearing  in  them  the  indelible 
impress  of  the  land  of  their  origin,  came  the  settlers  in 
free  and  tolerant  Holland  :  came  ultimately  the  pioneer 
Manasseh  ben  Israel,  who  won  for  his  people  the  right 
to  settle  again,  and  to  live  in  England :  came,  too,  the 
founders  of  this  Congregation,  the  builders  of  the 
Cathedral  Synagogue  of  this  City.  The  links  that  make 
us  one  with  this  proud  and  glorious  tradition  we  have 
not  severed.  It  is  the  memory  of  a  Golden  Past,  of 
names  that  should  never  fade,  that  our  existence  as  an 
independent  Community  enshrines;  by  keeping  alive 
the  usages  and  traditions,  that  are  inborn  and  ingrained 
in  this  Congregation,  we  are  doing  reverence  and  honour 
to  the  best  and  the  greatest  that  Judaism  has  produced 
since  the  times  of  the  Bible,  to  that  which  gives  our 
Community  its  rank  and  standing  among  the  communi- 
ties of  the  world,  to  that  which  confers  the  patent  of 
true  nobility  on  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  communi- 
ties, wherever  they  exist  to-day.  It  is  a  precious  heri- 
tage :  may  we  never  cease  to  honour  it,  to  uphold  it, 
to  be  worthy  of  it. 

But  let  us  not  forget  that,  after  all,  the  Synagogue  is 
the  means  to  an  end :  it  provides  us  with  those  sacred 


surroundings  amidst  which  we  can  best  attune  our 
thoughts  and  words  to  the  greatness  and  holiness  of 
Almighty  God. 

The  Psalmist  we  have  quoted  was  not  content 
that  his  soul  longed  for  the  Courts  of  the  Lord. 
His  heart  and  flesh  would  sing  for  joy  to  the  living 
God.  Custom,  ceremonial,  Synagogue  attendance  are 
lifeless,  useless  things,  if  they  do  not  help  to  draw  us 
nearer  to  God,  if  they  do  not  inspire  us  to  sacrifice  for 
the  Will  of  God,  for  the  sanctification  of  his  Name.  It 
is  not  only  the  romance  and  the  brilliance  of  the  past 
that  should  fire  our  imagination,  but  its  example  that 
should  stir  and  impassion  our  hearts.  It  should  impart 
to  us  some  of  the  old  fervent  love  for  the  Law  of  God, 
some  of  the  old  trust  in  the  glowing  promises  of  our 
Prophets,  some  of  the  old  faith  in  the  ultimate  glory 
and  salvation  of  Israel.  It  should  summon  up  within 
us  the  old  spirit  of  sacrifice,  that  willingness  to  give  of 
our  time,  of  our  means,  of  the  best  that  is  in  us,  to 
keep  alive  the  religious  ideals  of  the  past,  to  strive,  by 
example  and  education,  to  implant  them  in  the  heart 
of  the  generation  that  follows  us.  Thus  shall  we 
justify  our  long-continued  existence  in  the  past :  thus 
may  we  hope  for  the  faithfulness,  the  permanence,  the 
virility  of  our  Synagogue's  life  in  the  future. 
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